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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

Every year in the lead up to Christmas Day, many kindly ask me what my plans for th
day are. Early in my ministry when | lived out of state, Christmas Day was often a travel de
for me to return to Maine to see family. Since returning to Maine seven years ago, Christm
Day is often a quiet day spent with my dad. After all of the investment of assembling churcl
Advent and Christmas activities, Christmas Day is a sacred time to rest in the holiness of tt
day. For the past two years, my schedule in November and December has meant that |
havenét decorated for Christmas. I haven
d®cor out of the green and red bins wher
worked on Christmas cards.

| also give myself some grace. Growing up, my mother emphasized Epiphany and
would keep the Christmas Spirit going through Epiphany on Jantfago6 who knowsi
my Christmas cards may go out yet! As |
noticed something. The photograph of a C
up all year in the living room. The corduroy Frosty my mom sewed stays in the hallway
upstairs. There is a string of bird ornaments over the balcony. There are a number of
Christmas ornaments that hang throughout the house all year.

This year, what | took from all of that is that although we celebrate Christmas Day or
even the twelve days of Christmas through Januryh@t truly Christmas stays with us all
year. We are a people of faith in part b
our gift to others this year be to continue to take Christmas out into the world with us every
day.

Blessings, Rev. Marraine Kettell

Winter Weather for Sunday Worship

If there is a significant storm on Saturday night or it is storming on Sunday morning make sure you check
see if the service has been cancelled. The First Congregational Church of Scarborough is registered with
WCSH and WGME, a cancellation notice will run on both of those stations by 7a.m.. you can also call the
office at 8832342 to find out if the parking lot has been plowed and safe to walk on, and the church
building is accessible. The message will be on the phone answering machine by 7:30am if the service has
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some kind. We also will post an announcement of cancellation on our Facebook page and send an all
church email. Please use discretion in deciding whether to come to church in bad weather.



2026 Epiphany Worship Series
From United Church of Christ Worship Ways

AThe call to remember expectation is a call to hop
creators of good news. In the anchoring text for the liturgical year, Jesus cautioned and encouraged their followe
fkeep awake. 0 The command encompasses attentivenes
sizes the anticipated return of Christ, the Chosen One. Could the Body of Christ reclaim its mantle and mandate

body Goddés | ove and | i berating power in the worl d?
way of Jesus in spirit and in truthénot to give us
collective, Spiritled salvific acts in the name of Jesus? Are we prepared and willing to be that church?

That is the question we wil/ ponder in Year A even
As we AStay Awakeo through th |l ens of Epiphany, w
possibilities that reach usédescending from heaven

Scripture and Themes

January 6: Isaiah 604 |
January 11:lsaiah 429 |
January 18: Isaiah 497 |
January 25: Isaiah 94 |
February 1: Micah 6:B |
February 8: Isaiah 58:9a (9b1
February 15: Exodus 24:12 8 |
February 18: Isaiah 581 2 |
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Weekly Bible Study: January 7, 14, 21, 28; February 4, and 11.
Wednesdays 1:.00pm Ladies Parlor
Join Rev. Marraine for casual discussion about the scriptures for the upcoming Sunday. You are

welcome to attend a single session or as many as you would like.



Feasibility Study Committee

The Feasibility Committee has been busy preparing for the study. We sent the proj
information letter to all friends and members of the church in November. We also
signed the contract with United Church of Christ Church Building & Loan Fund whic
IS going to do the study. We have established a list of friends and members of the
church who will be asked to interview with Jill White, Lead Mission Interpreter. Jill
will be doing the interviews and the interpreting of the study for us. The interviews
will be held on ZOOM.

This is our timeline going forward:

Week of December 14, Letters will go out inviting randomly selected people to be
interviewed

Week of 12/28, The committee will be calling the interviewees to schedule your
Zoom interview.

Week of 1/18/2026 The Interviews will be completed by Jill.

If you have any questions concerning the Feasibility Study please ask any of the
members of the group.

Kathy Ross, Rob Willey, Liane Giambalvo, and Dan Davidson

E-mail/ Text Scams

Over the last decade or so church offices and clergy contact information has been cloned and t
as an attempt to take advantage of members of the community. If you receive a questiorable e
from what appears to be Rev. Marraine or the church office; always verifyntiad address. The
correct email addresses afecchurch@fccscarborough.comnevmarraine2006 @gmail.cqrand
eventuallyrevmarrainekettell@fccscarborough.cddouble check the address if thenail seems

off. If you know how to block and report thengail, do that. If not, simply do not respond to the e
mail and delete it. One of the biggest scams is to request gift cards to help someone in trouble.
Please be cautious.
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NEWS FROM THE WOMENOGOS FELLOWSHI P

Our next meeting will be January 27, 2025 at 2:00 in the Ladies P&Heprogram will be
NnKeeping the Puzzle Together and €ommunity
Martin. Our hostesses are Diane Brown and Sharon Hadkglu are able, the food pantry
donation is paper goods (napkins, tissues, toilet paper, paper toWel$lope to see you

there!

The successfifuletide Fair is over for another yeddut, we want to take the time to thank
everyone who helped in any wayhosewho helped set up befoamnd clean up after the
fair. Those who baked, made candy, creatadts, donated to the jewelry and Christmas
tables. Those who worked many hours prior to the fair pricing and displaying itémsse
who manned the doors and directed traffide could not have done it without your

help. THANK YOU!

Roberta Brown
President ,




Outreach and Stewardship Ministry

We want to thank our church members for donating gift cards for the Long Creek Development
Center. All 50 gift cards were donated to the Center for their Holiday events. We also want to th

you for your Christmas Offerings to support the Jamaica relief efforts from Hurricane Melissa.
THANK YOU!

In light of the upcoming government funding cuts for medical insurance and services, our missi
donation for December goes to the Portland Community Free Clinic. The Portland Community |
Clinic on 39 Forest Avenue provides primary and specialty healthcare to uninsur&acdone

adults living in Cumberland County, Maine. All services at the PCFC are provided free of charge
Care at the PCFC is provided by volunteer physicians, nurse practitioners, and nurses. Volunte:
include primary care, internal medicine, and specialty services. They work with a network of
providers in the community to obtain4gost or lowcost services for patients that require care
beyond the scope of their services.
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A Quote provided by a member of church:

My church empowers me:
To keep a sky in my life, and look up.
To keep my hand in Godébs,
To see eternal values above the material.
To put service before self, and to follow Christ.
To see the good in others and praise it.
To keep my spirit sweet and allow it to grow.
To have a seeing eye, a feeling heart, and a helping hand.
To test the motives of my life and choose the best ones.

To do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.

and

"A Christmas Storyd0 An | ntergener at.
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Christmas Eve Service

OFFICE-HAIL ADDRESS:

Church mailing address
Church Website
Church Telephone #
Office Hours:

fcchurch@fccscarborough.com

161 Black Point Rd, Scarborough ME 04074
www.fccscarborough.com

(207) 8832342

Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

9:00 AM-1:00 PM




