THE TIMES NEWSLETTER

A publication of the First Congregational Church

of Scarborough, Maine 04074

JUNE 2026

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

There is a song that has been ruminating in my mind since it was sung at the
recent installation of the new minister at the New Gloucester First
Congregational Christian Church. The anthem the choir sang is one I have
heard before but for some reason it resonated in that setting as [ thought
about our own. Their pastor began her ministry about a month after I did in
Scarborough. The anthem is by a phenomenal composer Mark Miller who
lives in New Jersey. The song is called “God Has Work for Us to Do.” The
text of the anthem lays out our mutual call to ministry and the ways that we
serve God in the world.

Indeed, God does have work for us to do. Indeed, the First Congregational
Church of Scarborough is answering God’s call in many ways. As we embark
on our summer plans, my hope is that we continue to live into the call the
church has as we move forward. In my time with you so far, I have
experienced a church who is dedicated to their ministry in the community
with a vision for what is ahead. I hope that these summer months will help
projects proceed, ideas bloom, and even some rest to prepare for the
journeys ahead.

Blessings, Rev. Marraine Kettell

Contact info:

Cell: 207-578-8908; Text or call

Email (for now): revmarraine2006@gmail.com (eventually -
RevMarraineKettell@Fccscarborough.com)

Work Days: Sunday through Thursday

Scheduled appointments help a lot because of fluctuating schedule depending on visits
and meetings.

Days off: Friday and Saturday, depending on the church calendar.



Newsletter Articles Ministry of Governing and Finance

Parking Lot:

As you may very well know our parking lot is in need of paving. We are trying to wait until
after the construction project to repave the whole thing. In the mean time we continue to fill
the holes as best we can. If you here of anyone who is paving their driveway nearby the
church and has left over paving materials, please mention the church would appreciate the
paving company using the left overs to fill our holes. Thank You!

Church Audit:

We are looking for 2 — 3 people who have some financial
back ground to form a church audit committee. Their task
would be to review our financial practices and finances for
accuracy, efficiency and safety. Please if you have any ability
and interest in helping the church with this project, contact
Kathy Ross 207-245-4173 or kross29@me.com

Ministry of Qutreach and Stewardship

Our Ministry would like to thank everyone who pledged for our 2026-2027 calendar year. We
are pleased to announce that 62 of the members of our congregation donated almost
$160,000 this year. If you have forgotten to send your pledge in, it is not too late. Please get in
touch with our administrative office at 207- 883-2342. No gift is too large or small, too early
or too late.

Your financial support is invaluable for the operations, programs, services, and missions of our
wonderful community! We are so grateful for your generous support.

In May, the Ministry made a donation to Hospice of Southern Maine (now part of Andwell
Health Partners) and to NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) of Maine. Both of these
organizations provide important services for our communities.



Members, Friends, and Church Life Ministry

The Women'’s Fellowship will be hosting a special Neighboring on June 21st after church for Fa-
ther’s Day .

Also, on June 28th we will be having a special Neighboring to start the summer months!

On July 19 there will be another Neighboring and then again on August 9th. Neighboring will re-
sume again in September. If you have any questions you can contact Joanne Brown at 207-883 -
2057 or 207-232-0712 or by email at: Joannebrown7175@gmail.com

Cumberland Association News

The Cumberland Association has been busy with clergy installations this Spring. On Sunday, May
31% Rev. Marraine and Terri Brown attended the installation of Rev. Sherry Nelson at New
Gloucester.

Sunday, June 14™ at 3:00 pm Rev. Dr. Ezra Chapola will be installed as Pastor and Teacher of Cas-
co Village Church (UCC) and East Raymond Chapel (at Casco Village Church).

Sunday, June 28™ at 3:00 pm Rev. Diann Bailey will be installed as Pastor and Teacher of First
Parish Congregational Church in Yarmouth.

All are invited to attend these services and if you are interested please contact Rev. Marraine or
Allison Curry. It is a great chance to meet folks from other Cumberland Association churches and
make new friends.

Please note that the annual meeting of the
Maine Conference will be held at Pilgrim
Lodge on October 2™ and 3™. Of special
note, the General Minister and President/
CEO of the national UCC office will be a
part of the Conference both days. Also, the
newly renovated Farmhouse where Confer-
ence offices will now be located should be
nearly ready which is exciting.

Finally, the Fall meeting of the Cumberland
Association is still in the planning stages,
but is planned for October/early November.

Allison Curry, Member at Large



Women’s Fellowship News

The Women’s Fellowship will be having a Bake Sale the day of the Church Yard Sale - June
27th. All proceeds will go to the Building Fund to help make our buildings more handicapped
accessible. If you are willing to make cookies and/or brownies to be sold, please contact
Roberta Brown at rmbrown128@yahoo.com. We ask that you package the baked items 2 to a
Ziplock bag. Items can be brought to the Parish Hall from 2:00-4:00 on Friday, June 26th so

it will give us time to get everything displayed and ready for Saturday.

There will be one last Women’s Coffee Time on June 18th before we take our summer
break. Please join us at Stacks on Route 1 in Scarborough at 9:30 a.m. It’s always a great time
of fellowship and good food. Hope to see you there!

Thank you,

Roberta Brown
President, Women’s Fellowship

Men’s Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship will be providing the Neighboring on Sunday, August 9th, so join us for
coffee or tea, coffee cake, donuts, cheese & crackers, and fruit! The Men’s Fellowship will have
the next Men’s meeting after the Neighboring on August 9th.

During the June 7th meeting, the topics of repairs for the church kitchen door, kitchen oven,
and dishwasher were discussed. Additionally, repairs for the Parish Hall rear fire door and
steeple painting were discussed, and repairs for the pump station are scheduled for June 26th.

The Men’s Fellowship also discussed assisting in the reimbursement to Rev Marraine for the
office’s new database program . It was agreed that this expense should not have to come out
of Rev Marraine’s personal finances.

If you are interested in joining the Men'’s Fellowship we would love to hear from you. Please
contact Dan Davidson at dandusnret@gmail.com .



Pastoral Relations Committee Introduction

The relationship between a pastor and congregants should be tended deliberately, so that
the ministries of both the pastor and congregation complement each other and further
God’s grace in the world.

A final task of the Pastoral Search Committee was a review of how we currently define
and administer pastoral relations at the First Congregational Church. After completing
their review and research, the search committee recommended moving the function of
pastoral relations from the Ministry of Worship and Spiritual Care, to a standing Pastoral
Relations Committee made up of five members and the minister. The church council
accepted their recommendation at the April 2026 council meeting.

The purpose of the Pastoral Relations Committee is facilitating a healthy relationship
between the pastor and congregants in order to enhance the effectiveness of the church’s
ministry. The committee serves in two primary ways:

. As an advisory group to the pastor: sharing ideas, dreams, expectations and
concerns of the congregation with the pastor.

. As a support group for the pastor’s leadership: interpreting roles, functions,
boundaries, opportunities and needs of the minister to the congregation.

Pastoral Relations Committee members include, Terri Brown, Ruth Bruns, Allison Curry,
Betty Holmes, Rob Willey and Rev. Marraine. The committee met for the first time on
April 6th and looks forward to sharing more about their committee in the coming weeks.

We Need a Bridge Builder, Could That Be You?

The First Congregational Church charters three Scouting units right here in Scarborough;
Troop 47 (boys), Troop 25 (girls), and our Cub Scout pack. We're looking for one person
to be the simple, human connection between the church and all three.

That role is called the Chartered Organization Representative, and it's a lot less
intimidating than it sounds.

You're not running meetings. You're not going on camping trips. You're just the friendly
bridge; someone who keeps the church and our units in sync, helps approve new adult
leaders, and shows up to an occasional joint meeting. That's really it.

If you're a church member, a Scout parent, or just someone who believes in what these
kids are doing, we'd love to talk. The commitment is light. The impact on dozens of
Scarborough kids is anything but.

Reach out to Geoffrey O'Brien at geoffreykobrien@gmail.com if you would like to know
more.



Neighbors Table Free Community Lunch — June 17th, 2026

Mark Your Calendars! Our next Neighbors’ Table Free Community Lunch will be
held on Wednesday, June 17th featuring a cookout with hamburgers and hotdogs,
coleslaw, potato chips, pasta salad, chocolate or vanilla ice cream, and cold drinks !
Thank you to everyone who contributes their time, talent, and resources, and
thank you to all who become our guests! If you would like to help host or make a
pasta salad please contact Liane. Together we make these luncheons a huge suc-
cessl!

If you'd like to support the ministry financially, donations are gratefully accepted
and go directly toward the cost of ingredients. Every little bit helps us keep this ta-
ble open and welcoming to all. Thank you everyone, for your support and encour-
agement.

Text or Call Liane at 207-735-7478 or email at liane.giam@jicloud.com.

Thank you, Liane




News from the Church Office

The church office has a new Administrative Assistant,
Mara Ziglar, who joined the church staff on May 22nd.

Salutations,

I am thankful for the opportunity to join the FCC staff. So far, everyone has been
incredibly helpful and welcoming during this transition period. I am grateful to have

already met so many wonderful people and look forward to getting to know the rest of my
FCC Scarborough family.

Please feel free to say hello by sending an e-mail, calling, or stopping by the office during
the week.

Thank you,
Mara
Administrative Assistant

New Data Base/ Directory

The church office is now using a new database called Tithely (formerly named
Breeze) to collect and manage addresses, e-mails, phone numbers and the like.
With this addition, the church office will be the central location to manage contact
information for our church community. With this new addition, we will be able to
provide new directories for the community. Eventually, we can even create a photo
directory. If you have a current photo you would like to submit, please send it

to fcchurch@fccscarborough.com. Another option is to have your picture taken on
a Sunday morning or if you happen to be in the office during the week.

OFFICE E-MAIL ADDRESS: fcchurch@fccscarborough.com
Church mailing address 161 Black Point Rd, Scarborough ME 04074
Church Website www.fccscarborough.com
Church Telephone # (207) 883-2342
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM




We're selling lots of things!
INDOOR

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH-PARISH HALL
167 BLACK POINT ROAD
SCARBOROUGH MAINE

JUNE 27,2026 - 9:00 AM TO NOON
(RAIN OR SHINE)

TO DONATE OR FMI CALL 883-2342

100% of all proceeds go directly to help make our church more

handicapped accessible.













































