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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR  

Two United Church of Christ clergy, a Catholic priest, a Unitarian Universalist minister, a Jewish Rabbi, a 
Buddhist nun, an Episcopal priest, a Methodist minister, and a Quaker leader walked into the First 
Congregational Church of Scarborough…  

One might think these might be a set up to a great joke. In fact, this was the gathering in Vestry on April 9th. 
The participants are all members of the Portland Area Multifaith Clergy Group. The group meets monthly for 
check-in, sharing of resources, and networking. I started attending the meetings early in the year. The 
location of the meeting rotates to various houses of worship. When the facilitator asked if anyone could host 
the April meeting, I offered the First Congregational Church in Scarborough. I guessed correctly that many 
of them had not been to this church and it would be a great opportunity to talk about our ministries based on 
Black Point Road.  

After our meeting, I gave them a tour of our buildings. There was even some dancing on the stage in the 
Parish Hall. They got a tour of the Food Pantry right before it opened for business. Many of them are 
actively engaged in mutual aid services in the Portland area but had not visited or even not known about our 
Food Pantry. The group was able to meet Food Pantry volunteers. Two people even offered to take extra dry 
beans to pantries where they have connections.  

The nine of us come from a wide theological background. A number of us are decedents of Abrahamic 
faiths. A few were not. There are certainly differences from one house of faith to another represented in the 
room, from styles of worship to theological reasoning, to the ways each body of faith is governed. What was 
crystal clear is what brings us together. Each of the groups represented spoke to the ways we are called to 
love one another in our community. The power of love in that room was stronger than many forces of 
division I have experienced in our chaotic world in recent years. My call to ministry has always been 
fortified by gatherings such as this, because I see the ways these relationships can strengthen the local 
church.  

Our faith may be different, but the goals are similar. How do we love one another as neighbors and friends. 
How do we serve in a way that brings our faith into the world.  

As we aim to nourish our faith in chaotic times, the diversity of our own denomination as well as that of 
faiths beyond ours – offers us resources, networks, and relationships. The reality is that as each of us 
continues to wrestle with changing participation numbers and fluctuating resources, we can all be 
strengthened by the connections we make. How glorious that we are not alone in our pursuit of improving 
our world and serving God through our faith.  

Blessings, Rev. Marraine Kettell   

 

Contact info:                                                                                                                            

Cell:  207-578-8908; Text or call                                                                                                                  
Email (for now):  revmarraine2006@gmail.com  (eventually  -  RevMarraineKettell@Fccscarborough.com)                             
Work Days:  Sunday through Thursday                                                                                                    
Scheduled appointments help a lot because of fluctuating schedule depending on visits and meetings                              
Days off:  Friday and Saturday, depending on the church calendar 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ministry of Worship and Spiritual Care 

 

 The Lenten Period and Services were successful due to a Team effort by all new Staff in-

volved in the planning and conducting of those services.  It began with Ash Wednesday and the dis-

pensing of ashes and prayers by Reverend Kettell on February 18th.  Palm Sunday was held with 

the joyful waving of palms on March 29th.  The Maundy Thursday service on April 2nd  included 

the sharing of Communion and a Tenebrae Service with Readers telling the story, and the slow ex-

tinguishing of candles.                                                                                                                                                   

 Easter Sunday included a Sunrise Service on Higgins Beach. It was attended by 28 people in 

the early, damp hours of Easter Sunday. This is truly appreciated by the Higgins Beach community 

as well as our Congregation, and is an important part of our Community Outreach. The Church 

Easter Service at 9:30 AM also included the sharing of Communion this year, and was attended by 

a count of 62 people as well as more online.  Flowers to decorate the Church for Easter were pro-

vided by members of the Congregation. A total of 22 Spring plants decorated our Sanctuary.  

 We are thankful to All who helped conduct these services, by providing ushers, flowers, mu-

sic, Communion, candles and Scripture and Tenebrae readers.   

 

 



  

 

 
 
 

Ministry of Outreach and Stewardship 

  

The annual FCC pledge campaign is wrapping up, and we're contacting those we haven't heard from 
yet. Our church's mission and ministry exist thanks to the spiritual and financial contributions from our 
members and friends. 

We have heard that many of you felt that our church community helped offer you support and guidance 
over the years. Did this happen to you? Did you find peace, sympathy, and understanding? Did your 
children learn the importance of generosity and caring? Did our community come together to celebrate 
the wonderful life of a family member or friend at this church? 

This church is central to this community, sustained by its members for future generations. 

Please prayerfully consider your commitment to our church and its services. No pledge is too small. 
Please call the church office at 207 883-2342 if you have not received a pledge packet and we will 
mail it to you. You can mail it back or scan and email it to Fcchurch@fccscarborough.com. 

  

Mission Donations 

Maine summers can be life-changing for children facing economic hardship, food insecurity, and home 
challenges. 

This is the time of year that our Ministry makes a donation to summer Camps which help to nurture a 
sense of belonging and self-confidence in our Maine children.  

Camp Susan Curtis in Stoneham Maine and Camp Agassiz in Poland Maine offer children the op-
portunity to reach their full potential and develop self-confidence through a nurturing and fun camp ex-
perience, often not available to these youth. The programs focus on fun as well as life skills such as 
conflict resolution and social awareness. They encourage the children to respect others, give back to 
your community and dream big.  These camps offer tuition free programs for Maine youth. 

The Outreach and Stewardship Ministry is also donating to Pilgrim Lodge in West Gardiner, again this 
year. Pilgrim Lodge is the Maine Conference UCC outdoor ministry site.  It is a multi-generational 
summer camp and retreat space centered on the ministry of inclusion with a spirit of "extravagant wel-
come".  

The Outreach and Stewardship Ministry will also offer our congregation to pay tuition for one-week 
who would like to attend Pilgrim Lodge this summer. 
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That Clinking Sound in the Offering Plate 
  
The sound of coins hitting the offering plates has raised a few 
questions. I’m writing to let you know how that sound came to be 
and what it is. In 2019, in addition to the regular stewardship 
campaign, I challenged the congregation to find a few extra 
quarters in the change jars, piggy banks and purses. I was asking 
the congregation to add one each week to their offering. Vicki 
Flynn had made this suggestion several years previous, and I 
simply picked it up. I know that many of us don’t use change too 
much these days, but perhaps you’ll give it a try. 
  
If you only have that “widow’s mite” of $.25 you would add an 
extra $13 to your offering for the year. If you are a pledger, you 
could tuck the quarter in your offering envelop. If not, drop it in 
the plate. “Clink”. It’s up to you. For the early years, we didn’t 
keep a record of how many quarters came in. We are doing better 
now, but I can’t tell you the current count. 
  
In November of 2023, Vickie and I, restarted the challenge to 
raise a bit more money through the Sunday offering. And we 
upped the ante by asking for 2 quarters. And we started keeping 
track of those quarters. In the first month, 383 quarters were donated for an extra $95.75. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to have that happen again each month? We could do it, you know. It seems such an 
easy, light hearted way of increasing our offering. We mixed a few analogies by suggesting that the 
clink you hear is an angel getting it’s wings. Smiles have been seen as the offering plate moves 
among us. Those of us who watch the service streaming online can hear the clinking. People had 
told me they could and because I had to watch online for awhile I could hear the sound, too. 
  
I guess, I’d better check the counters record of the number of quarters, their value, and report back 
to you. Remembering the previous report, it is clear that the totals go up and down, but every little 
bit counts these days and if you can participate, those 2 quarters will make a difference. 
  
Thank you to all who have continued to to bring their quarters each Sunday!! Please continue your 
quarter donations. You are making a difference and over the year’s time it will be a good difference. 
You do the math, it could be quite a nice difference. And there are some angel wings happening. 
  
On behalf of The Ministry of Outreach and Stewardship, 
Gail Dobriko 

 

Men’s Fellowship—We will be filling various  
volunteer spots for the worship on Mother’s Day  
(including ushering, flowers, Scriptures, etc.).  

We plan to announce a meeting soon to discuss 
and work on pending projects.  



  

To my church family, 

Thank you for all the wonderful uplifting cards, notes, and 
calls that you've sent me over these months as I've started 
to learn to deal with my disease. Thank you, too, for the 
many meals organized, sent, and delivered by a great group 
of people who took into account my needs, which have 
changed over time. My daughter, Patty, who has been with 
me this whole time from last September, and I very much 
appreciate your loving kindness. I have enjoyed the visits 
and conversation. I also continue to value the rides to my 
treatments each month. I can drive myself, but on those 
treatment days it is not advised.  

As I finally made it back to church on Easter, I was touched by your kind greetings 
and hugs. If I try to list everyone by name, I'm afraid someone will be forgotten so 
I won't try that. Just know that you all will continue to be in my prayers of 
gratitude for all you've done for me. Blessings on all of you!! 

In deep gratitude, 

Gail Dobriko  

 

Pastoral Relations Committee Introduction 

The relationship between a pastor and congregants should be tended deliberately, so that the 
ministries of both the pastor and congregation complement each other and further God’s grace 
in the world.  

A final task of the Pastoral Search Committee was a review of how we currently define and 
administer pastoral relations at the First Congregational Church.   After completing their 
review and research, the search committee recommended moving the function of pastoral 
relations from the Ministry of Worship and Spiritual Care, to a standing Pastoral Relations 
Committee made up of five members and the minister.  The church council accepted their 
recommendation at the April 2026 council meeting. 

The purpose of the Pastoral Relations Committee is facilitating a healthy relationship between 
the pastor and congregants in order to enhance the effectiveness of the church’s ministry.  The 
committee serves in two primary ways: 

•  As an advisory group to the pastor:  sharing ideas, dreams, expectations and  concerns of 
the congregation with the pastor.  

•  As a support group for the pastor’s leadership:  interpreting roles, functions,  boundaries, 
opportunities and needs of the minister to the congregation. 

Pastoral Relations Committee members include, Terri Brown, Ruth Bruns, Allison Curry, Betty 

Holmes, Rob Willey and Rev. Marraine.  The committee met for the first time on April 6th 
and looks forward to sharing more about their committee in the coming weeks.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neighbors Table Free Community Lunch —  April 15, 2026  

 

 On April 15, the First Congregational Church hosted our sixth Neighbors Table 
Free Community Lunch, serving approximately 50 guests a “real” Italian sandwich 
followed by everyone’s favorite, a brownie sundae with whipped cream. We were 
blown away by the myriad ways people described their favorite Italian sandwich! Great 
table conversation! We provided two kinds of olives, and had Genoa salami on hand 
just in case!  

 The cooking team — Rosemary Mitchell, Vickie Flynn, Sonny Capaccio, 
Christina Young, and Liane Giambalvo — prepared the sandwiches, enhanced with all 
the veggies, and served up the brownies with ice cream and toppings. We thank our 
host/hostesses, Alli Curry, Ruth Bruns, Donna Stephen, Pat Knittel, Kathy Ross, Gail 
St. Onge and Len Giambalvo.  

 The entire meal was provided at a cost of approximately $346 which was partially 
covered by generous donations both prior to the meal and at the meal itself. This was 
definitely a learning experience- most of the cost of this particular meal was the soda 
and the potato chips!! A  reality check for the organizing team. No more soda! In 
addition to the guests served, we provided about 10 take home servings for delivery to 
church members or other friends unable to join us in person. In addition we had many 
sandwiches left for distribution to the food pantry customers, and the same for the many 
pans of brownies donated. Thank you so much to all the bakers. Those sundaes were 
huge hit!  

Join Us Next Time! On May 20th 

 We’ve had an amazing donation of beef brisket for our May 20th meal. Get ready 
for BBQ beef sliders, side dishes TBA, and some yummy treats for dessert. We are 
always looking for new ways to serve up delicious food for you and your neighbors!  

 Neighbors Table is a labor of love, and there are many ways to be part of it. We're 
always welcoming new cooks and host/hostesses. And if you love to bake, bringing a 
batch of cookies, a pan of brownies, or another favorite treat is a wonderful 
contribution. We'd also love to hear your menu ideas — perhaps a family recipe or a 
dish that says "comfort food" to you.  

 If you'd like to support the ministry financially, donations are gratefully accepted 
and go    directly toward the cost of ingredients. Every little bit helps us keep this table 
open and welcoming to all. Thank you everyone, for your support and encouragement.  

 I look forward to hearing from you! Text me at 207-735-7478 or email me at    
liane.giam@icloud.com.  Thank you, Liane  

 

 



  

 

 

NEWS FROM THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

Our end of the year Annual Banquet will be held on Tuesday, May 
26, 2026.  This replaces our monthly Women’s Fellowship Meet-
ing.  We will meet at Coppersmith Tavern & Table on Route 1 in 
South Portland at 12:00 noon.  We have the event room booked, so 
hope you can join us for fellowship, conversation and good 
food.  We will have a short business meeting after lunch to wrap up 
loose ends until September.  Please contact either Sharon Haskell or 
Roberta Brown to reserve your seat. 

Our next Coffee Time will be May 21, 2026 at 9:30 a.m. at Stacks 
on Route 1 in Scarborough.  It’s always a wonderful time to get to-
gether, have a cup of coffee or breakfast and enjoy some great conversation.  Hope to see you 
there! 

Thank you, 

Roberta Brown                                                                                                                          
President, Women’s Fellowship   

 

Cumberland Association news – 

The Executive Council met on April 7th. Due to the large number of Installations and probable 
Ecumenical Councils and Ordinations being planned for this Spring and Summer it was decided 
to forgo the Spring Meeting planned for May 3rd. Instead churches in the Association will be 
encouraged to raise up the Conference and/or the Association during the Sunday service. I 
would note that this is the weekend of our Annual Meeting so a blessing in disguise. 

To date the Installations planned are – Raymond Village Church on April 18th which Terri 
Brown and Allison Curry attended. In addition, New Gloucester on May 31st, Casco Village on 
June 14th and First Parish Yarmouth on June 28th. I would urge you to consider attending at 
least one of these, especially if you never have had the opportunity. At least one of First Con-
gregational Church delegates, Terri Brown, Allison Curry, Liane Giambolvo and Susan Whitten 
as well as Rev. Marraine will likely be attending and would love your company. 

Allison Curry, Member at Large 

 

 OFFICE E-MAIL ADDRESS:     fcchurch@fccscarborough.com   

Church mailing address   161 Black Point Rd, Scarborough ME 04074 

Church Website    www.fccscarborough.com    

Church Telephone #   (207) 883-2342 

Office Hours:    Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

      9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 



  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re selling lots of things! 
 

INDOOR 

*YARD SALE* 
 

 

 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH-PARISH HALL  

167 BLACK POINT ROAD 

SCARBOROUGH MAINE 
 

JUNE 27, 2026 - 9:00 AM TO NOON 
(RAIN OR SHINE) 

 

TO DONATE OR FMI CALL 883-2342 

 

100% of all proceeds go directly to help make our church more  

handicapped accessible. 
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